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The gradual easing of Covid-19 Restrictions during the past year has enabled Barnham Village Hall to make progress towards normal functionality whilst keeping one eye on the potential impact of new Covid variants.  This is especially important for those among users in the local community who are, or may be, more vulnerable.  Many of our actions and processes in this respect are based on guidance we receive from A.C.R.E. – (Action with Communities in Rural England) and Community Action Suffolk.
We are pleased to report that, in general, the number of hires has been steadily increasing as the wider public feel more comfortable in attending functions.  There has been a welcome increase in bookings for wedding receptions, christenings, parties, (particularly children’s parties), and good positive feedback has been received
One or two of the regular weekly or monthly hirers have reported low numbers of attendees which have forced them to delay a return of their activities for the time being.  However, there have also been some new regular hires to offset the losses.
Events organised by the Hall Committee go from strength to strength.  The Daffodil Teas which have been held during springtime for several years remain very well patronised and popular, and the pre-Christmas Craft Fairs have also become increasingly popular and well attended.  It was especially pleasing for the December Fair to concentrate solely on local Handmade crafts rather than bric-a-brac or similar type stalls.
A welcome new introduction recently has been the monthly Social Evenings for adults.  The lack of any Public House in Barnham has meant that residents would need to drive out of the village for such evenings, so the new venture enables people to meet locally with old and new friends alike.
In the background, we now have a dedicated mobile phone number and email address for potential hirers and much information about the hall and its facilities can still be found on the hall website – www.barnhamvillagehall.org .
Thanks to the Parish Council a Defibrillator has been installed on the front wall of the hall.
Some minor refurbishments have been carried out including the repainting of the entrance alcove and refreshing of the lettering on the front wall above.  New signs have been erected reminding people that the Car Park is private.
We are currently reviewing options for a new, more economical and environmentally friendly heating system.
A change of Personal Licence Holder and associated Designated Premises Supervisor as required by the Licensing Act has been authorised and recorded by West Suffolk Licensing Office and Mr Jez Blackburn has taken on the role.
Three years ago, we started implementing the Hallmaster village hall management and booking system.  Hallmaster is an established provider of such functionality and conforms to all legislation regarding the Data Protection Act, consequently no personal data is, or would be, held by Barnham Village Hall.  Unfortunately, we did not get very far with this before Covid-19 arrived and seriously delayed progress.  Currently, the only ‘visible’ part of this is the rolling calendar on the front page of the website showing public events but as we expand its usage we will be able to do much of the administrative and invoicing functions via the system.  We will, of course, still be able to accept and process hiring ‘manually’ as before.
As we move further through the year we look forward to serving the local community by providing a popular venue suited to a variety of purposes at competitive rates.
